Board of County Commissioners of
Rio Blanco County, Colorado
Rio Blanco County Historic Courthouse
555 Main Street, 3rd Floor Hearing Room
Meeker, Colorado 81641
To attend by phone, please call 9708789432
Special Meeting of the Board of Health
Special Meeting Agenda February 2, 2021

Public Comment: Any member of the public may address the Board on matters which
are within the jurisdiction of the Board. If you are addressing the Board regarding a matter
listed on the Agenda, you are requested to make your comments when the Board takes that
matter. Please limit your comments to three minutes per member or five minutes per group. The
public comment time is not for questions and answers. It is your time to express your views.
1.

2.

1:00 p.m. Call to order:
A.

Pledge of Allegiance

B.

Changes to the February 2, 2021 Special Meeting Agenda

C.

Move to approve the February 2, 2021 Special Meeting Agenda including any changes

BUSINESS
A.

3.

Move to approve/deny a letter to the CDPHE regarding wearing face masks for High
School sports. (All sign)

OTHER BUSINESS
Adjourn

The agenda is provided for informational purposes only; all times are approximate. Agenda items will
normally be considered in the order they appear on the agenda. However, the Board may alter the
Agenda, take breaks during the meeting, work through the noon hour and even continue an item for a
future meeting date. The Board, while in session, may consider other items that are brought before it.
Scheduled items may be continued if the Board is unable to complete the Agenda as scheduled.
The next regular Board meeting is tentatively scheduled for February 9, 2021 in the Rio Blanco County
Historic Courthouse, 555 Main St., 3rd Floor Hearing Room, Meeker, CO. Please check the County’s
website for information at http://rbc.us/186/BoardofCountyCommissioners. If you need special
accommodations please call 9708789431 in advance of the meeting so that reasonable
accommodations may be made.

BUSINESS
Move to approve/deny a letter to the CDPHE
regarding wearing face masks for High School
sports.

Copies: 2
Route to: Carly Thomson
BOCC Meeting – 2/2/2021

RIO BLANCO COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
555 MAIN STREET | P.O. BOX I | MEEKER, COLORADO 81641
WWW.RBC.US | 970) 878-9430
February 1, 2021
Colorado State Board of Health
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, Colorado 80246
Dear Colorado State Board of Health Members,
In a special meeting on January 28, 2021 the Board of County Commissioners of Rio Blanco County,
Colorado, sitting as the Rio Blanco County Board of Health had the pleasure of hearing directly from
student-athletes, parents, coaches, staff and administration of Meeker High School and Rangely High
School. These members of our community expressed the challenges that arise for our local basketball
players while wearing masks during active competition.
Senior boys basketball players Brayden Garcia and Ethan Drake told of the difficulty they experience
while wearing a mask while playing including, but not limited to, difficulty breathing and difficulty
seeing. These issues ultimately affect the way the game is played. Head Boys Basketball Coach and
Athletic Director of Meeker High School, Klark Kindler felt it was important for everyone else in
attendance to abide by the mask regulations except the 10 players on the court. Ryan Wilkie, Athletic
Director of Rangely High School, also expressed his concerns for the physiological effects on the
students who are forced to wear face masks during periods of heavy cardio activity.
Rio Blanco County Public Health Director Alice Harvey agreed and felt students could compete safely
without a mask. Harvey stressed that masks are the reason our districts have been able to maintain a
high rate of in-person education. However, for the limited time students would be playing she felt the
risk of transmission would be low.
On behalf of the student-athletes, schools and citizens of Rio Blanco County we kindly ask that you
reconsider the requirement for all high school basketball players to wear masks during active
competition. We strongly believe that players in both boys and girls basketball should be allowed the
same concessions as those in other high school sports within the state. We feel that it is in the best
interest of all athletes across the state, involved in every athletic competition, to be allowed to enjoy
their sport without the obstruction of a face mask.
Thank you for taking the time to hear our concerns and those of our schools and community.

Respectfully,
Rio Blanco County Board of County Commissioners

Gary Moyer, Chairman

Ty Gates

Jeff Rector

RIO BLANCO COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
555 MAIN STREET | P.O. BOX I | MEEKER, COLORADO 81641
WWW.RBC.US | 970) 878-9430
February 1, 2021
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, Colorado 80246
Dear Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment,
In a special meeting on January 28, 2021 the Board of County Commissioners of Rio Blanco County,
Colorado, sitting as the Rio Blanco County Board of Health had the pleasure of hearing directly from
student-athletes, parents, coaches, staff and administration of Meeker High School and Rangely High
School. These members of our community expressed the challenges that arise for our local basketball
players while wearing masks during active competition.
Senior boys basketball players Brayden Garcia and Ethan Drake told of the difficulty they experience
while wearing a mask while playing including, but not limited to, difficulty breathing and difficulty
seeing. These issues ultimately affect the way the game is played. Head Boys Basketball Coach and
Athletic Director of Meeker High School, Klark Kindler felt it was important for everyone else in
attendance to abide by the mask regulations except the 10 players on the court. Ryan Wilkie, Athletic
Director of Rangely High School, also expressed his concerns for the physiological effects on the
students who are forced to wear face masks during periods of heavy cardio activity.
Rio Blanco County Public Health Director Alice Harvey agreed and felt students could compete safely
without a mask. Harvey stressed that masks are the reason our districts have been able to maintain a
high rate of in-person education. However, for the limited time students would be playing she felt the
risk of transmission would be low.
On behalf of the student-athletes, schools and citizens of Rio Blanco County we kindly ask that you
reconsider the requirement for all high school basketball players to wear masks during active
competition. We strongly believe that players in both boys and girls basketball should be allowed the
same concessions as those in other high school sports within the state. We feel that it is in the best
interest of all athletes across the state, involved in every athletic competition, to be allowed to enjoy
their sport without the obstruction of a face mask.
Thank you for taking the time to hear our concerns and those of our schools and community.
Respectfully,
Rio Blanco County Board of County Commissioners

Gary Moyer, Chairman

Ty Gates

Jeff Rector

RIO BLANCO COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
555 MAIN STREET | P.O. BOX I | MEEKER, COLORADO 81641
WWW.RBC.US | 970) 878-9430
February 1, 2021
Colorado High School Activities Association
14855 E 2nd Avenue
Aurora, Colorado 80011
Dear Colorado High School Activities Association,
In a special meeting on January 28, 2021 the Board of County Commissioners of Rio Blanco County,
Colorado, sitting as the Rio Blanco County Board of Health had the pleasure of hearing directly from
student-athletes, parents, coaches, staff and administration of Meeker High School and Rangely High
School. These members of our community expressed the challenges that arise for our local basketball
players while wearing masks during active competition.
Senior boys basketball players Brayden Garcia and Ethan Drake told of the difficulty they experience
while wearing a mask while playing including, but not limited to, difficulty breathing and difficulty
seeing. These issues ultimately affect the way the game is played. Head Boys Basketball Coach and
Athletic Director of Meeker High School, Klark Kindler felt it was important for everyone else in
attendance to abide by the mask regulations except the 10 players on the court. Ryan Wilkie, Athletic
Director of Rangely High School, also expressed his concerns for the physiological effects on the
students who are forced to wear face masks during periods of heavy cardio activity.
Rio Blanco County Public Health Director Alice Harvey agreed and felt students could compete safely
without a mask. Harvey stressed that masks are the reason our districts have been able to maintain a
high rate of in-person education. However, for the limited time students would be playing she felt the
risk of transmission would be low.
On behalf of the student-athletes, schools and citizens of Rio Blanco County we kindly ask that you
reconsider the requirement for all high school basketball players to wear masks during active
competition. We strongly believe that players in both boys and girls basketball should be allowed the
same concessions as those in other high school sports within the state. We feel that it is in the best
interest of all athletes across the state, involved in every athletic competition, to be allowed to enjoy
their sport without the obstruction of a face mask.
Thank you for taking the time to hear our concerns and those of our schools and community.

Respectfully,
Rio Blanco County Board of County Commissioners

Gary Moyer, Chairman

Ty Gates

Jeff Rector

